
Early Beliefs
People have been celebrating festivals at 
certain times of the year for thousands of 
years now, which you found out about for 

your May Day research. 

Festivals were linked to the natural cycle of 
the year, as the first settled people were 

completely dependent on the seasons for 
their new farming lives. People worshipped 
the world around them, giving offerings to 

rivers, trees and the sun.

This Stone Age axe head, which is now in the 
Museum of Scotland, was made in what is 
now the Italian Alps. Read the story on the 

next pages, to imagine its journey.



Gifts to the water

Our journey starts far, far away in the mountains of a distant 
land. A craftsman holds, in his rough hands, a beautiful piece 
of green jade stone. He turns the stone over and over, feeling 
the material, deciding where to make his first strike. He sets 
to work. Skilfully he chips away at the stone, slowly revealing 

the rough form of an axe. He works quickly to create the 
shape, knowing that the long task is ahead of him. He smiles 
and sighs heavily as he puts the axe away until the next sun. 

One hour a day for a hundred days,  

one hour a day for a hundred days. 

The craftsman is concentrating now, patiently polishing the 
stone. Day after day, he returns to his work carefully rubbing 
the surface of the axe until it gleams in the evening sunlight.  



He runs his hand over the cool, smooth surface, checking for 
imperfections, feeling its weight, ‘This will trade well’ he thinks. 

Before the next new moon, the axe is indeed exchanged for a 
handsome sum of animals and goods. The craftsman, contented, 
watches as the axe is packed into a bag to begin its journey over 
land and sea to a far off place. 

And here it is now, in the hands of my mother. My father stands 
beside her on the edge of the wooden platform out into the river. 
My mother’s face is streaked with tears as she stretches out her 
arm and lets the axe slip from her hands into the depths of the 
water. The waves roll gently on the foreshore as the singing begins. 

Come every son, come 

every daughter 

We offer our treasures 

to the mighty water. 



Offerings • London’s longest 
‘archaeological site’, the 
River Thames, played a 
vital role in the lives of 
people throughout 
prehistory. From the 
Mesolithic Period to the 
Iron Age, precious stone 
and bronze weapons were 
given to the river as 
offerings.

• Thousands of artefacts 
(Do you remember the 
difference between an 
artefact and a fossil?) 
have been recovered from 
the river and its banks.



Finely polished stone axe heads, elaborate shields and 
ornate swords, were all deposited in the river unused.

Archaeologists have even found the remains of a 
wooden platform, on the river bank at Vauxhall, 
perhaps enabling people to walk further out into the 
water to leave their gifts. 

All the offerings would be 
given in the hopes of a 
good harvest, good health 
and success in battle.
The Celts believed in 
many gods, and would 
give offerings in many 
places.



The Druids
The druids were very important in Iron Age society 
but we know very little about them. They were the 
Celts' priests, responsible for all sorts of religious 
ceremonies. They were educated and powerful 
members of the tribe and were well respected by the 
other Celts. They were the link between the 
supernatural world and the human one.

They would advise the 
leaders, predict the 
future, be healers, 
solve disputes and be 
law-makers.



Druids Today
Old Celtic 
festivals are still 
celebrated 
today – these 
are sometimes 
called pagan 
festivals. 

Just as for people in the Stone Age, the Bronze Age and 
then the Iron Age, these festivals mark special times in the 
year, be it the first harvest, the shortest day deep in the 
winter, or the return of summer. 


