
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
county a defined area of the UK that has its own local 

government 

county town the most important town in a county, where the local 
government is based 

County Fair an annual fair that would be focused on agriculture, 
featuring livestock, crops and local produce 

region a large area of land, defined by its geographical or 
physical features or by its customs or characteristics 

government a group of people responsible for running a country and 
organising the finances and delivery of public services 

climate the normal or characteristic weather conditions 
experienced in a region over many years 

Gulf Stream a swift, warm ocean current that flows north from the 
Gulf of Mexico and across the Atlantic Ocean 

erosion the process by which rock or soil is worn away over time 
by wind, water or other natural processes 

agriculture the practice of farming to grow crops or raise animals for 
food, wool or other products 

National Park an area of land, or sometimes water, that is protected by 
the government for enjoyment by all and protection for 
the habitat and wildlife 

Coastal Erosion 
Coastal erosion happens when strong waves batter the land, 

causing bits of rock and soil to break off into the sea. 

undercutting 

 

Small rocks are thrown at the cliff by 

wave action and they wear away the 

rock. 

 

notches 

 

This is a hole that is formed in the 

cliff face by undercutting – the cliff 

above eventually tumbles down and the 

process starts over. 

stacks, arches 

and caves 

 

These features of our coastline are all 

formed by wave action and erosion. 

Durdle Door in Dorset in one of the 

most famous arches. 

rock type Some rocks are more vulnerable to 

erosion as they are softer and more 

crumbly. 

Iron - Geography 

 

Famous Figures and Places 

- coming soon as we 

explore the West Country! 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? The South-West has some of the most popular tourist destinations in the UK. These include the 

Cotswolds, Bath, Stonehenge, Cheddar Gorge, Glastonbury, the Jurassic Coast, The Eden Project, Dartmoor and 

Exmoor, the English Riviera, St Ives and of course Land’s End. 

 

The South-West of the United Kingdom has a mild, temperate climate, 

with the counties further to the west enjoying a maritime climate too. The 

South-West is one of the warmest parts of Britain because it is the 

furthest south and the first area to be warmed by the Gulf Stream. The 

land here is well suited to farming, with over 25,000 farms growing many 

crops and raising more cattle, calves, sheep and lambs than any region, 

more than a third of the national total. The region has a stunning 

coastline, with the South-West coast path attracting many walkers. The 

coastline is constantly changing though – coastal erosion is more rapid in 

the South-West due to the large rolling waves of the Atlantic Ocean. 


