
Connect: 



Connect: 

Our 
writing this 

week will be very 
wintry! We will be exploring       

poems and then writing a wintry    
poem ourselves.



Monday
LO: I can identify features of a range of 
texts.
LO: I can identify and explain features of a 
poem.
Connect: on the next pages you will find 
examples of a diary, a narrative (story) and 
a non-chronological report. Look at each one 
carefully and write down all the features you 
can spot. I’m starting you off☺.
Diary:
* first person…
(Don’t scroll too far ahead as answers are on 
further slides!)



Dear Diary, 

What an adventure! I’m sure that trips like 

this only happen a few times in a lifetime, so I 

want to make sure I remember every detail on 

board this ship – every sight, every sound, 

every smell! 

I was the first to wake today, and the sight 

before me was astonishing. The sea was like 

crystal – smooth and shimmering, and 

scattered islands rose out of it like mountain 

peaks. When we were planning this trip, I 

never thought it would be so stunning.  





Narrative - Extract from My Grandpa and the Sea, by 

Katherine Orr

My Grandpa was a fisherman on the island of St Lucia. He had 

never been to school but he was very wise. He could read the 

sea and sky like most of us read books. He showed me how to 

search the clouds for rain and taught me how sea birds can 

guide us to fish. But most of all, he taught me things about the 

heart that I will never forget.

When the weather was fine, Grandpa fished six days a week. 

In winter he brought home dolphin fish and kingfish that were 

fat and sleek, and almost as big as me. In summer he cast his 

nets for flying fish, which skimmed across the waves like 

schools of giant silver dragonflies. On Sundays, while Grammy 

and I were at church, Grandpa worked on his fishing boat, 

Fancy Lady.



So how did you get on?

Hopefully in the diary you might have picked 

out it being in the first person, past tense, 

having reference to thoughts and emotions and 

recounting events.

For the non-chronological report, did you spot 

the – title, introductory sentence/paragraph, 

sub-headings, clear facts, pictures and 

caption?

Narrative – characters, details, events, past 

tense…



Dear Diary, 

What an adventure! I’m (first person) sure that trips 

like this only happen a few times in a lifetime, so I 

want to make sure I remember every detail (thoughts 

and emotions) on board this ship – every sight, every 

sound, every smell! 

I was (past tense) the first to wake today, and the 

sight before me (first person) was astonishing. The 

sea was like crystal – smooth and shimmering 

(capturing/remembering an experience), and 

scattered islands rose out of it like mountain peaks. 

When we were planning this trip, I never thought it 

would be so stunning.  



Title

Introductory sentence/
opener

Sub-heading

Facts in straightforward 
Sentences

Pictures

Captions  to explain a 
Picture or diagram

Information can be read 
in any order.



Narrative - Extract from My Grandpa and the Sea, by Katherine 

Orr

My Grandpa was (past tense) a fisherman on the island of St Lucia 

(setting). He had never been to school but he was very wise. He 

could read the sea and sky like most of us read books. He showed 

me how to search the clouds for rain (recounting events) and taught 

me how sea birds can guide us to fish. But most of all, he taught me 

things about the heart that I will never forget.

When the weather was fine, Grandpa fished six days a week. In 

winter he brought home dolphin fish and kingfish that were fat and 

sleek, and almost as big as me. In summer he cast his nets for flying 

fish, which skimmed across the waves like schools of giant silver 

dragonflies (details to bring the events and setting to life). On 

Sundays, while Grammy and I (characters) were at church, Grandpa 

worked on his fishing boat, Fancy Lady.



Main task: now I want you to look at this poem and see what 
features you can spot. You can print the poem from our class 
page and annotate it as we do in class, or you can write down 
the words you are picking out. As you pick them out, explain 
what they are.

White Noise
In all the world
There’s nothing like
The sound of falling snow –

The only noise
I’ve ever known
That makes the clocks move 
slow.

The only sound
That sweeps away
The din of city streets,

And wraps around,
In soft embrace,
’Most everyone it meets.

A sound that’s not
A sound at all –
A quiet, soft and dear,

That comforts all
The sleepy souls
Who sit, and watch, and hear.

~ Barbara Vance



You may have noticed:
* it is laid out in verses;       * it has a rhyming pattern;
* it uses repetition    * alliteration  *great language for effect
• It also uses metaphors – describing something as something 

else for poetic effect, or to give a strong image. 
• It also has a strong rhythm going through – read it again!

In all the world
There’s nothing like
The sound of falling snow –

The only noise
I’ve ever known
That makes the clocks move 
slow.

The only sound
That sweeps away
The din of city streets,

And wraps around,
In soft embrace,
’Most everyone it meets.

A sound that’s not
A sound at all –
A quiet, soft and dear,

That comforts all
The sleepy souls
Who sit, and watch, and hear.

~ Barbara Vance



Consolidate: you’ve looked really carefully at 
different texts today – what a great start to our 
English this week!

To finish off, watch this short animation to have a 
sneak-peak at the poem you will look at tomorrow!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H721qXCt5Sg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H721qXCt5Sg


Tuesday
LO: I can explain my preferences, referring to 

the writer’s language.

Connect: so yesterday we saw looked at different 
texts and then we focused in on poetry. We picked 
out different features: verses, rhyme, rhythm, 
alliteration, metaphors (we didn’t see a simile 
yesterday) and great verbs or adjectives for effect.

We’re now going to look at Snow, by Walter de la 
Mere. The animation we saw yesterday was 
introducing a lovely picture book version by Christina 
Rabei.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H721qXCt5Sg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H721qXCt5Sg






No breath of wind,

No gleam of sun –

Still the white snow

Whirls softly down

Twig and bough

And blade and thorn

All in an icy

Quiet, forlorn.

Whispering, rustling,

Through the air

On still and stone,

Roof, - everywhere,

It heaps its powdery

Crystal flakes,

Of every tree

A mountain makes;

‘Til pale and faint

At shut of day

Stoops from the West

One wint’ry ray,

And, feathered in fire

Where ghosts the moon,

A robin shrills

His lonely tune.

Activate: follow this link to enjoy the book in full now -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PraVKokPPz8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PraVKokPPz8


Demonstrate: so now you are going to answer some 
questions about today’s poem. Reread the poem a 
couple of times first, till you can imagine yourself in 
that wintry world.
As you look at each question, look back at the poem 
so that you can explain your ideas clearly.

You will find the questions on our class page, where 
you can print it off, write them in and e-mail it to 
me, or you can use the frame on Purple Mash☺. 

Consolidate: what was your favourite part of the 
poem? Did you prefer today’s poem, or White Noise 
from yesterday? Explain your choice to someone at 
home.





Wednesday
LO: I can develop a wintry world mind map.

Connect: today you are going to develop a 
wintry world mind map. Which phrases might 
you magpie from the poems we’ve shared this 
week?
There are so many lovely ideas to choose from 
– I might borrow ‘pale and faint’ or ‘an icy 
quiet’ or ‘whispering, rustling’. What about you? 
Look back at the two poems and jot down some 
of your favourite verbs, images or expanded 
noun phrases now☺.



crackling logs
ember sparks

soft glow

sheltered, safe
and snug

hidden 
lost and lonely

buried     

a new world  

flurries of feathers

a blanket of 
white

crystal flakes

I’ve used a mind map here, where each colour is on a different 
theme  - how the world is transformed, or the snow and 
weather itself, and then being snug indoors.

I want you to develop a 
winter word bank, organising 
your ideas into sections. 



I want you to choose three or four areas for 
your mind map. It’s a great idea to organise 
your ideas like this, as each section can then 
be used for a verse of your poem – creating 
great ideas (make sure that you develop them) 
and planning all in one – win win!
You could choose the themes I’ve set out 
already, or use one or two of them and then 
your choice. 
• The snow, icicles, drifts, blizzards etc
• A transformed world
• Being snug and cosy
• Then maybe playing in the snow for another 

choice, or being deep in the woods?



You can lay out your ideas like a mind map and 
then send me a picture of it, or you may use 
the template on Purple Mash – either way, 
make sure that you are showing me your great 
ideas!
I’m including links to some suitably wintry 
videos to have on while you develop your 
images:
Alpine blizzard -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop
&v=6ddO3jPUFpg&safe=true
Bulgarian village -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ne7g_Os_
8hM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=6ddO3jPUFpg&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ne7g_Os_8hM


Thursday
LO: I can draft out a wintry poem.

Connect: look at the opening lines to 
my poem – how have I been 
successful so far in writing a poem? 
What have I remembered to do or 
include?
I woke to a world of wonder -
Amongst the silent trees, 
Snowflakes swirled like confetti.



I woke to a world of wonder -
Amongst the silent trees, 
Snowflakes swirled like confetti.
So I have included alliteration, an 
adjective, a great verb and a simile.
I’ve also started a new line for each new 
idea, plus I’ve remembered a capital 
letter each time too.
I might then write one or three more 
lines for this verse, then start the next 
verse, leaving a line first.



Demonstrate:
Draft out your poem, writing four or 
more lines for each verse. Remember to 
use the ideas you had yesterday, thinking 
now about how to develop them and put 
them together.
As always, you can use the example as 
your opening lines.
I can’t wait to read these! There is a 
template on Purple Mash for you to use, 
but you don’t need to hand it in today, as 
you will hand in the edited version☺.



Friday
LO: I can edit and improve a poem.
Connect: improving our work is a key skill 
that we are developing this year. Today 
you are going to re-read yesterday’s work 
and then see how it could be improved. 

Think about what we are aiming for – did 
you lay it out as a poem? Have you used 
and developed your initial ideas? Have you 
used alliteration, similes, great verbs, 
adverbs and adjectives? 



1) Re-read and decide which parts need 
improving.

2) Spend time tweaking, coming up with 
better language choices. (I’ve added a 
word bank on the next page to help☺.)

3) Make sure that you have used at least one 
example of alliteration and a simile.

4) Read your poem aloud as you go – this will 
help you to think about the rhythm and 
how it all fits together.

5) Hand your final version in on Purple Mash 
on the template I’ve set you. I hope that 
you’ve enjoyed the wintry world you’ve 
made!



Nouns:     grass, bushes, squirrels, sky, gates, 

fence, bins  branch  bough  leaf/leaves  snow    

icicle   flurry   blizzard   flakes    carpet    

blanket veil  

Adjectives: white   bright   deep    dense    

silent   soft   rough   smooth   dark   twinkling  

distant  frosted    quiet    still   calm

Verbs:        muffled   heaped  scattered  

sprinkled    drifting   tumbling   falling    

glistening   smothering   huddled    buried  


