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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming you and your child to Fairway Primary Academy in 
September. 
 
We want this to be the beginning of a happy and successful time for your child and a 
supportive partnership with you. However, we recognise that starting school can be an 
anxious time for both children and parents. The aim of this booklet is to provide you with 
practical information and some useful advice to help make your child’s transition into the 
Reception Class as smooth as possible. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Mrs L. Williams      Mrs E. Davis 
Headteacher      EYFS Lead Practitioner 

 

  



  The Early Years Foundation Stage 

 Information for Parents and Carers 

The EYFS is a framework for children’s development from birth to the end of the Reception 

year of Primary School. There are four themes of the EYFS; 

A unique child - every child is a competent learner from birth and can be resilient, capable, 

confident and self-assured. 

Positive Relationships - children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving 

and secure relationships with parents and carers. 

Enabling environments - the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending 

children’s development and learning. 

Learning and Developing - children develop and learn in different ways and at different 

rates and all areas of learning and development are equally important. 

These themes are used to underpin the learning and development that your child will take 

part in during their time in the EYFS. Children learn in a variety of ways: watching others, 

talking, asking questions, listening, exploring and investigating. We aim to promote curiosity 

and offer open ended learning opportunities that encourage creative thinking, problem 

solving and independence. Play is the foundation of development and learning for young 

children and your child will continue to take part in many indoor and outdoor play experiences 

that will help them to learn, develop and have fun!         

 The EYFS curriculum is organised into seven areas of learning and development; 

• Personal, social and emotional                                              

• Communication and language  

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• The World 

• Physical 

• Creative 
 
This does not mean that all of the children’s learning is divided up into areas. In one activity 

they can be developing knowledge, understanding and new skills across several areas of 

learning at once.  

 

 



Personal, social and emotional development 

This area of learning helps children to feel good about themselves and others so they are able 

to develop positive relationships. It supports them to become independent, excited and 

motivated learners.  

You can help at home by: 

Encouraging your child to use the toilet independently, wash their hands, put on and fasten 

their coats. Playing games which encourage sharing and turn taking will help your child to 

build their social skills. 

Communication and Language 

This area of learning helps children to develop language through talking, thinking and listening 

in different situations. As part of early reading and writing children are encouraged to mark 

make, enjoy stories, books and rhymes and link sounds and letters.  

You can help at home by: 

Reading stories, encouraging your child to join in and talk about books, singing songs and 

nursery rhymes, taking time to listen to them talking about things they’ve done and answering 

their questions. 

Mathematics 

This area of learning includes developing mathematical understanding through stories, songs, 

games, everyday activities and imaginative play so that children enjoy experimenting and 

become confident and curious about numbers, shapes, patterns and measures. 

You can help at home by: 

Talking about the shapes around in the environment, comparing things which are heavy and 

light or long and short, pointing out numbers at home and in the environment, singing 

counting songs and rhymes, counting anything and everything - socks, cars, shopping! 

The World 

Children develop knowledge, skills and understanding that help them to make sense of the 

world. This is the foundation for later work in history, geography, science, design technology 

and ICT.  

You can help at home by: 

Talking about the places they go and things they see in the world around them. Encouraging 

children join in with everyday activities. Asking and answering questions.  



Physical Development 

Making progress in physical development gives children confidence and enables them to feel 

the benefits of being healthy and active. Your child will participate in structured PE and dance 

sessions, as well as having access to outdoor learning every day, improving their skills of co-

ordination, control and movement. There will be many opportunities for your child to develop 

fine motor skills - e.g through using scissors, glue, paintbrushes and pencils. 

You can help at home by: 

Giving children time to run, jump, climb and play outdoors and also by encouraging children in 

activities such as building, drawing, threading beads, or filling and emptying containers in the 

bath - all of which develop manipulative skills. 

Creative 

This area of learning includes art, music, dance, drama and imaginative play - opportunities for 

children to try new experiences and express themselves in a variety of ways. Creativity is an 

important part of successful learning; it enables children to make connections between 

experiences, solve problems and be inventive.  

You can help at home by: 

Talking to your child about their imaginative play and joining in if possible, encouraging them 

to be flexible in their thinking and use of materials and praising them for their efforts or ideas 

as well as the end product. 

Literacy 

This area of learning includes reading and writing. To support children in their early reading 

and writing they are encouraged to mark make, enjoy stories, books and rhymes and link 

sounds and letters. 

You can help at home by: 

Reading lots of stories, encouraging your child to join in and talk about books, singing songs 

and nursery rhymes, taking time to listen to them talking about things they’ve done and 

answering their questions. 

 

 

 

 



Assessment 

On entry to Reception we complete an initial assessment, on each child, based on observation 

and information about the children during the first two weeks in school. These observations 

are carried out in a range of learning contexts. We then moderate and produce ‘On entry 

percentage scores’ giving us a summary of attainment on entry. These assessments are 

updated, and monitored, each half term, using examples of work and teacher observations. 

Individual progress trackers are then updated. Individual Learning Journeys and Phonic 

Journeys are kept as ongoing records. By the end of the Reception Year the progress trackers 

and end of year report provide important information for parents and Year One staff. Reports 

cover the seven areas of learning and also the characteristics of learning, showing what 

children have learned and how they have learned it. 

 

The outdoor classroom 

“Well planned play, both indoors and outdoors, is a key way in which children learn with 

enjoyment and challenge.” 

Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage. 

All children at Fairway Primary Academy have access to regular outdoor Learning 

opportunities.  

Aims for our outdoor environment 

• To provide a stimulating, challenging, safe, secure environment for our children to  
play and learn. 

• To plan outdoor experiences which complement and extend indoor provision. 
• To provide space/area to take part in energetic, noisy, large-scale activities 
• To plan a balance between child initiated and adult directed activities. 
• To plan opportunities for problem solving, exploration and investigation 
• To ensure health and safety at all times and that children are appropriately dressed 

to work outside. 
 

Use of Mobile Phone 

As part of the whole school policy the use of mobile phones is not allowed in Reception. Any 

filming or photographs of children will only be done using school equipment. 


