
 

Good morning my lovelies! 

Firstly, Mrs McGrillen and I really enjoyed catching up with you on the phone over these last couple of 

weeks. It was great to chat and hear how you are all getting on.  

Hope that you’ve had a great weekend and are ready for a lovely fresh week with new subjects to 

explore. 

As normal you have your daily schedule. Some will need Purple Mash, some will have resources on our 

class page, or some will just need things you have at home. Remember to start a new page for each 

activity, writing the date and LO neatly. How many of you are on to a lovely new book now? I hope that 

you managed to get a nice A4 one, or maybe you’re using loose paper and an A4 ring-binder – very grown-

up!  

Remember that if the LO is in purple, then it is either on-line, or an oral session, where you don’t need 

to write anything in your book – though you can still write it in if you think you are going to make notes 

or use your page for jottings/working out and so on. 

One BIG new thing to notice: 

I have changed the maths format for this week – we are going to be using on-line lessons with Oak 

National Academy. This academy has been set up to support pupils and schools through this period, and 

it is supported by the Department for Education. I have put a sheet – FAQs Oak National Academy – 

on our class page to answer questions that you may have. Some other classes started using it last 

week, and we are going to start it now as we are beginning a new topic on measures. There are lessons 

for every year group, covering where we would be in the curriculum now, and it means that you will get 

an on-line lesson with a teacher, that covers what we need presently. 



So: 

1) For each day you will have the web-link and title of the lesson. You can also find the lessons by 

searching for Oak National Academy, Year 3 

2) Go to the lesson and the lovely teachers, Mr Etherton or Miss Brinkworth, will introduce what 

you’ll be covering in the lesson. They will also tell you what you need for the session. 

3) The lesson will start with a mini-quiz, which is like our Connect. When you’re in the lessons, you’ll 

see that you come in and out of the video lesson at different points, and you will also pause to do 

working out. 

4) The worksheets for the lesson aren’t ones that you need to print, instead you’ll see that they are 

in the lesson on slides. 

5) There will be a mini-quiz to finish too – like our Consolidate. 

You’ll see that we are starting a new block on measures, that will be two or three weeks long, depending 

on how we get on. So that we can follow the schedule of the learning, you’ll have an Oak maths lesson 

each day, so I have adjusted the normal routine. (I will track down some more Sudoku or Countdown 

challenges though for you just for fun, as I know that lots of you like them!) 

Let me know how you get on with the lessons, how you find them and if there are any issues you need 

help with. Unlike PM, I won’t be able to see how you’re getting on, so I’ll probably set you a quiz next 

week so I can see how you’re doing. Hope it goes well my lovelies and that you enjoy the lessons. 

Keep looking at the Daily box – short bursts regularly will keep all those skills ticking over. I’ve added 

some maths ones for this week too. 

If you’re stuck on anything this week, or have any questions, your grown-up can e-mail me  at 

year3@fairwayprimary.co.uk  or e.hammett-kay@fairwayprimary.co.uk 

mailto:year3@fairwayprimary.co.uk
mailto:e.hammett-kay@fairwayprimary.co.uk


Send me pictures of your work and let me know what you are up to, what you’re really proud of and 

generally how you are getting on.  

Special shout-outs go to… 

Polly – for superstar work with polygons. We’re really proud of how you’ve got on with maths in your 

home learning. 

Amber St – for persevering with our coding work, even when it seemed to make no sense! 

Evie – for super focus on her fraction work 

Max - for an absolutely stand-out poem about his experiences and feelings about lock-down. I really 

loved reading all of your poems, so thank-you for sharing those with me. 

Amber Sm – a completely clear plan for the science experiment – really well thought through – and seeds 

sprouting already 

Scarlette - for excellent programming skills 

Emily – a brilliantly imagined island, with details that all went together perfectly 

Be happy and positive everyday – I know that it is getting harder now for lots of you and you are 

missing each other and school a lot. Remember that your friends are missing you too and I‘m 

missing you all! Keep on being the superstars that I know you to be, Ms H-K x 

Daily:  

1) Fresh air, sunshine, running around, playing badminton, playing catch, getting breathless, 

laughing, giggling and being happy! 

2) Lots of lovely reading – in bed in the morning, at bedtime, in the garden, under 

the table, using a torch, reading to teddy, reading to mummy, reading to the 

birds…! 



3) Maths skills to keep ticking over: number bonds to 20, 30, 50, 60 and 100; quick mental addition of 

HTU + U, HTU + T, HTU + H, plus of course TU + TU; multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100 (which 

you’re going to practise on Monday anyway) and adding up amounts using money and working out 

change from say £2 or £5 and so on. 

4) Have I mentioned times tables…? 

5) Recorder practise – make beautiful music! .  

Spellings Activities: 

1) Look at the new spellings on our class page – each in sentences. Try using each of them in different 

sentences (just orally is fine first). Try to think of some sensible sentences, then some that are 

just ridiculous! Choose your best sentence for each to write out. 

2) Now practise each word using at least two strategies: 

Rainbow spelling  - heart 

Pyramid spelling  

Quick-write – how many times can you correctly write the word in a minute? 

Make a link 

Make a mnemonic 

3) Look at the new version of the Y3/4 spelling on our class page – find this week’s words on there. 

Which other words are they grouped with? Why? 

4) What other words can you think of in the same word family? (heart: hearty, heartening, 

heartless…) 

5) Then you’re going to have to get some-one to test you! 

How are you getting on? Some other things to go back to are: 

* homophones (too/two/to, there/their/they’re, weight/wait etc) 



* comparative and superlative adjectives – remember these?! (bigger/biggest, quieter/quietest…)  
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Numeracy Literacy Reading History 

Numeracy  

This is week 1 of our measures focus. Today and tomorrow you are working on multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 

and 1000, which is a key number skill you need when working with measures, and it enables you to convert between 

units if measure. 

Follow the link to your lesson with Oak National Academy. If you haven’t read the top box where I explain it, then 

go up to it now. 

LO: I can multiply and divide by 10 and 100. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/multiply-and-divide-by-10-and-100 

 

Literacy  

Spellings – 10 minute activity please from the spelling box above. 

LO: I can use similes and metaphors. 

Connect: Earth is often called the Blue Planet, as so much of it is covered by water. In Moana, the ocean was a big 

character, with the other characters having very different attitudes towards it.  

Activate: today we are looking at waves and waterfalls. On our page I’ve put a PP with some stunning pictures for 

you to enjoy and be inspired by. Start by looking at the pictures and getting down your first ideas about them… 

 

Right then, what have you got? So the very first picture (possibly my favourite) is an amazing shot of the curl of a 

wave. There’s lots of words you could have come up with just for this one: clear, sparkling, crystal clear, a curl of 

crystal clear water, a window of water revealing paradise… 

So now, tell some-one at home what I was just doing there with my ideas. 

 

That’s right, I was gradually building them up and improving them. You always need to get down some simple words 

first (as a blank page is SCARY) and then you can improve them. Did you spot the metaphor? – window of water – 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/multiply-and-divide-by-10-and-100


so that’s a metaphor as I’m saying something is something that it is not, just to create a powerful image. Of 

course I could have said that it was like a window of water, and then that would have been… (drumroll in knees 

please) a simile! 

So I hope that you’ve remembered similes and metaphors. 

Demonstrate: take your first ideas for the different pictures, and I want you to write a collection of great 

images, similes and metaphors for: 

Waterfalls 

Waves 

Keep them separate, as you’re going to use them for different poems this week.  

Consolidate: re-read your work and underline the absolute corkers that you’ve come up with today. Well done you! 

Reading  

LO: I can use knowledge of root word, prefixes and suffixes to decode words while reading. 

LO: I can retell a story that has been read. 

Today you have the next chapter of your book to read. You can either read it on-line or print if off, as you will be 

using this section all week. If you print it, it’s a couple of pages if you don’t print the cover picture.  

When you have read the chapter, you then have a short quiz on the events so far – this will make sure that you 

are taking in your reading well. 

History  

LO: I understand how climate and physical features affects how humans use land. 

LO: I am starting to understand how our food is produced.  

Connect: in our topics this year we learnt how humans first settled the land and changed from following the food 

(remember our Stone Age hunter-gatherers), to growing and rearing the food. We’re going to look now at what 

this looks like today in the UK.  

Activate: here’s some first farming facts to get you started –  

1) The warmer climate in the South West means that much of the land is well suited to farming. Challenge - 

What did you find out about last week that gives the South-West a milder climate? 



2) There are many different types of agriculture that take place in the South West.  

3) Where the land is flat and the soil is fertile, the warm weather makes it a good place to grow fruit and 

vegetables. 

4) The South-West is home to more cattle, calves, sheep and lambs than any region - almost a third of the 

national total - 1.8 million cows, 3.25 million sheep, 0.5 million pigs and nearly 20 million poultry! 

5) In these counties that we’re looking at there are over 25,000 farms of varying sizes – over a quarter of all 

the farms in the UK. 

Demonstrate: choose from the following challenges, doing as many as you like, but the focus is on finding out 

about food in the UK, where it comes from and who produces it.  

 I’ve put 3 activities on our page to look at – homegrown pizza, a day in the life of a dairy farmer, and a year 

on the farm 

 Use sites such as the NFUonline.com to see if you can find out: 

1) Which crops are grown in the SW? 

2) What other types of farming is the land used for? 

3) How much of the land is used for farming? 

4) How many people work in farming industries? 

5) How much of the country’s food is produced in the SW? 

6) Bonus facts of interest… 

 Look at some of the food in your cupboard or fridge – where has it come from? How far has it travelled? 

Could you guess at what different stages it has gone through to end up in a supermarket or greengrocers or 

butchers? 

Consolidate: have a look at this page for Countryside On-line, and their section on lockdown learning. There’s a 

great 5 minute film about Settle C of E Primary’s dog coat challenge, featuring the best behaved dog ever – 

Selkie, and a great insight as to how you work with wool straight from the sheep.  

https://www.countrysideonline.co.uk/back-british-farming/education/lockdownlearning-wool-the-wonder-fabric/ 

Numeracy Literacy Reading French 

https://www.countrysideonline.co.uk/back-british-farming/education/lockdownlearning-wool-the-wonder-fabric/
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Numeracy  

Follow the link to your lesson with Oak National Academy.  

LO: I can multiply and divide by 1000. 

(Make sure that you’ve done yesterday’s lesson first.) 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/multiply-and-divide-by-1000 

Literacy  

Spellings – 10 minute activity please from the spelling box above. 

LO: I can write a shape poem. 

Connect: how many different types of poems can you think of? 

There are many types, and here are just a few: acrostic, ballad, sonnet, haiku, limerick, concrete and free verse. 

We are going to look today and concrete poems, which are sometimes called shape poems. 

Activate: look on our page, where I’ve put examples of concrete poems. What do you notice about them? 

Demonstrate: so you should have noticed that in a concrete poem, the words are arranged to create an image 

that suits the subject of the poem. 

On the last slide you’ll see that I’ve put some images for inspiration for your concrete poem today, which will be 

focusing on waves and the ocean. You’re going to use your similes and metaphors from yesterday in it, as well as 

our normal poetry features of alliteration, powerful verbs, repetition etc. Remember that the prompt list for 

these is still on our class page if you scroll down, but you don’t need to use all of them – they are just tools that 

you can use to help you create a wonderful image. 

 

Draft it out first, then write it out in your desired shape.  

Consolidate: I’m sure that this would look lovely decorated with sea creatures, seaweed, sunshine and so on…  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/multiply-and-divide-by-1000


 Reading  

LO: I can order events in a narrative. 

LO: I can apply my grammar knowledge with new vocabulary and content. 

Connect: re-read the chapter. 

Main: today you either have your tasks allocated on PM, or you’ll find them on our class page, depending on which 

book you’re reading. You’re activities will be a mix of sequencing the events or grammar based activities linked to 

the vocabulary in the chapter. 

For any of these, you can either print them off, or just write the answers in your book. 

French  

LO: I can order food in a café.  

Connect: how did you get on with the Waiter’s Song last week? Can you remember the French for –  

* chocolate ice-cream  

* a cup of tea 

* a glass of coke 

* a sandwich? 

Activate: now that you’ve learnt some more words for foods in French, you’re going to practise ordering in a café, 

and taking orders, in preparation for hosting a café yourself! On our page you will find a French Café PP, where 

you will find your vocabulary and practise activities for today. 

Demonstrate: work through the PP, practising the vocabulary lots. Remember that to start you off you could try 

our silly voices method – how many ways can you say ‘une glace au chocolat’? 

The last two slides are your main practise ones.  

Consolidate: you’ll see that I’ve also put a copy of the menu for le café des écureuils on our page. Start thinking 

about what you might put on your café menu for next week. 

Numeracy Literacy Reading RE 
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Numeracy  

Follow the link to your lesson with Oak National Academy.  

LO: I can work out and use a scale. 

(Make sure that you’ve done the first two lesson’s first please, as multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 or 1000 is a 

key skill when working with measures.) 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/measure-to-read-a-scale 

Miss Brinkworth is going to take over for the next 3 lessons. She’s also going to start each session with a little 

warm-up to get you thinking about your times tables. 

Literacy  

Spellings – 10 minute activity please from the spelling box above. 

LO: I can write a wall of water. 

Connect: so yesterday you wrote beautiful shape poems, which I hope went well. Send me pictures of them if you 

can, as it wasn’t the kind of thing that was going to work with Purple Mash! 

Activate: today you’re going to be using the other half of your ideas from Monday, this time writing about 

waterfalls. First of all, look back at the gorgeous pictures again. Have any of you put a waterfall on your secret 

island? If you have, then you could use that as your inspiration too. Today’s poem is going to be a 3D concrete 

poem. You’re going to need a few pieces of paper. Look at the poetry PP from yesterday, where on the last slide I 

have put the instructions you’ll need. 

Demonstrate: draft your poem out, write on your spirals, cut out, hang and admire!  

Consolidate: what other type of poem might you like to have a go at? 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/measure-to-read-a-scale
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Reading  

LO:  I can explain my ideas about a text. 

Connect: re-read the chapter. 

Main: you have some questions on our class page, which are designed to make you think a bit more carefully about 

the story. Write the answers in your book. If you have printed off the text, it would be a good idea to underline 

where you have found the evidence for your answer each time, just as we would in class, or you can use the quote 

in your answer. 

PSHE  

Connect: you have probably seen things in the news recently about 

the Black Lives Matter campaign and protests, which is seeking to 

bring an end to racism and inequality in America and around the 

world. 

Activate: watch this special report on BBC Newsround -  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52813673 

and then look at the different things you could discuss with 

someone at home. 

Discussion points:  

 What does it feel like for children of colour in America and 

the UK today? 

 What does it feel like for white children in America and 

the UK today? 

 What impact does racism have in the world today? 

 What can we all do about it? 

 

Numeracy Reading Music Science 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52813673
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Numeracy  

Day 4 of you work with Oak National Academy – I hope that you’ve got used to how the lessons run and you are 

enjoying them. Follow the link to state applying your skills from yesterday to measuring mass. 

LO: I can read scales to measure mass accurately. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/measure-to-read-mass-on-a-scale 

Hopefully you’re starting to be more confident in reading scales now – a great way to practise this skill is with a 

bit of baking! Start thinking about a recipe that you could try out over the weekend. (It’s been great in our 

phone calls over the last week to hear how so many of you have been busy in the kitchen.) 

Reading  

Todays’ reading activity is different to normal. You will have seen on our class page this week that I put up the 

‘future biography’ of Aleeza, Lewis and Eva. This was an activity based around their book – Mary Anning and the 

Time Twister. As you might remember from our Stone Age topic, Mary Anning is famous for her incredible 

discoveries of dinosaur fossils in her home of Lyme Regis. Watch this incredible animation (I’ve never seen 

anything like it – it’s SO clever and beautiful), that introduces her and her achievements. 

https://thekidshouldseethis.com/post/mary-anning-fossilist 

So Mary made incredible discoveries when she was just 12 years old, and went on to make many more. The writing 

task is allocated to you on PM, and it’s to write your future biography. I want everyone to have a go, as the ones 

last week were just brilliant and all so different. I’m really excited to see what you all come up with, and it would 

be lovely to have them all printed off and put in a book for your reading corner next year! 

 

For the group that have already done this, I wondered if you might do something today inspired by Mary Anning? 

Ideas include: 

 Research and a fact file on her 

 A biography of her, in the style of your one from last week 

 A concrete poem inspired by the dinosaur finds or shells that she found. 

Your next chapter is coming up on Monday. 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/measure-to-read-mass-on-a-scale
https://thekidshouldseethis.com/post/mary-anning-fossilist


Music  

LO: I am starting to play more notes using the right hand. 

Connect: so the last piece that I gave you involved a low D and E I think, which was the first time that we’d looked 

at those. This piece – the lovely Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star – involves low C, D, E and F, so by the time you can 

play this, you will have mastered over an octave of natural notes (natural in music means not s flat or a sharp 

note).  

Activate: you’ll need your fingering chart back out, and you’re going to start by playing down from high C, down to 

low C. C, B, A and G you were good at already, and you’d started F with me, and now you’re focusing on the other 

lower ones. Spend time this week just playing F, E, D and C again and again and again! 

Demonstrate: have a look at the new piece on our class page. You’ll see that the first note is the low C, that you’ve 

just been practising, so that is all the fingers down. Have a go, slowly, and see how you get on. Remember that you 

can write the notes on above each one if it helps. 

Consolidate: have you been practising all the ones you’ve learnt so far? It’s good to keep them all fresh and 

familiar. These will be your repertoire. As a musician, a repertoire is a group of pieces that you are confident and 

happy to play. How nice that you are building up your recorder repertoire! 

So do you have any seedlings pushing up yet?  

LO: I can explain what happens as a plant grows. 

Connect: so let’s think about what we know about flowering plants so far. You have looked at the basic parts of a 

plant – root, stem, leaf and flower – and found out the job that each one does. Tell someone again now. 

Activate: this week should hopefully see some action (very, very, slow action), happening in your experiment, as 

seeds start to emerge. You want them all to get to a decent size before you start changing your variables, so we 

have some time to spare.  

Demonstrate: I’ve put an activity on PM for you today, where you are going to explain what happens as a plant 

grows. It has lots of lovely pictures in the clip art section, which will help to prompt your ideas, plus the Hints box 

should keep you on track. I think that there is space for three pictures, with three explanations to accompany 



them, so the main thinking will be organising what you will put into each paragraph. I’d plan out your ideas on paper 

first I think.  

Challenge: this is an extract from a report that came out in 2016 -  

 There are about 391,000 species of vascular plants ( vascular plant just means ones that transports food 

and water inside itself) currently known to science, of which about 369,000 species (or 94 percent) are 

flowering plants, according to a report by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, in the United Kingdom. 

 About 2,000 new plant species are discovered or described every year, many of which are already on the 

verge of extinction. 

 Based on the best available estimate, scientists say that 21 percent of all plant species – or one in every 

five plant species – is likely threatened with extinction. 

If you would like an extra project, then what about the astonishing world of plants? With nearly 400,000 types of 

plants to explore, what will you discover?  

You could start with superlatives – what is the biggest, smallest, most widespread, oldest, smelliest…? 

What are plants used for? 

Which plants survive in the most unlikely places? 

Which country has the most plant species? 

Which plants are the rarest or most endangered? 

How many types of tree are there in the UK? 

How many can you recognise? 

 

I think that there is plenty to keep you busy as a budding botanist!  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioG_Vfh0Kxw And here’s a chance to explore Kew Gardens – the most famous 

botanical gardens in the world. This clip shows you the top ten highlights of Kew, but if you go to the Kew website, 

you’ll find lots of lock-down clips that have been posted to help us enjoy Kew from a distance. 

SPaG ICT Handwriting Creative choice 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioG_Vfh0Kxw
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Numeracy  

So you’re finishing your first week with Oak National Academy. Let me know how it has gone. 

LO: I can read scales and compare mass. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/measure-to-compare-mass/ 

Here you’re going to be practising reading scales that have different increments, as well as looking at objects and 

deciding which you think will be heavier – like the estimating that we’ve done in class. 

You’re also going to come across the<> symbols again, that Miss Brinkworth also describes as crocodiles! 

As you have a normal numeracy lesson today too, I’m giving you a pared back grammar session, with two 

activities on PM instead. 

1) I can use a or an correctly. – Can you tell some-one at home how you know when you need to use an 

instead of a? 

2) I can recognise prefixes and suffixes. I’ve given a long, rambling introduction on PM, but here you’re just 

looking at each highlighted word and deciding if it is just the root word (vision), the root and a prefix 

(television), the root and a suffix (visionary) or the root, a prefix and a suffix (televisions – just the –s for 

a plural is a suffix) 

Hopefully both of the activities will be fun and good practise. 

Handwriting  

Unit 25 I can write dialogue. 

We’ve practised dialogue a lot this year, and this is a nice handwriting one this week, where the dialogue is a 

joke. 

See the handwriting on our class page, complete the activity, then write out your favourite two jokes. 

Feel free to share them with me so that I can put them on next week’s page! 

Creative choice 

So now we are travelling further west and arriving in Somerset – which also means that we will be reaching the 

sea! Somerset is home to many varied delights. The County town is Taunton, though Somerset is more famous for 

the city of Bath with its Georgian architecture and of course the Roman Baths. Somerset is also famous for 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/measure-to-compare-mass/


apples (and cider!), cheddar cheese, Glastonbury and the Cheddar Gorge – home to astonishing caves, stalactites 

and stalagmites and the Cheddar Man - Britain’s oldest skeleton at 10,000 years old! 

 

Look on our class page, where you will find the invitation to the County Fair and possible activities! 

Hope that you all relax and enjoy the weekend  

 

Oh, and in case you’ve all been missing the normal Purple Mash activities this week, 

here’s a little something to cheer you up! 

 

 


