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Introduction 

Welcome back! 

We hope you have had an enjoyable Christmas holiday and wish you all a very 

happy new year. In Reception we are very much looking forward the next terms 

learning journey. We will be working hard to apply our phonics skills in read-

ing and writing; we will also be developing our talk in maths and encouraging 

children to share their ideas in all areas in full sentences.  

Zone Boards 

The zone board is used to encourage good     behav-

iour. Children start each day on the Blue Sky and 

have the opportunity throughout the day to move up 

the board towards Out of this World. This is recog-

nised each day with house point rewards and a dip in 

the class prize box. Children may be moved to Amber 

or Red Zone if they cannot make the correct choice 

after a warning. This is monitored by the class teach-

er and Assistant Headteacher responsible for the Key 

Stage.   

Homework 

As the children are now settled and confident we will begin 

to send some homework activates out that will support the 

learning we are doing in class. These activates will be sent 

out on a Friday. We will be sending weekly reading books 

home with your child along with some practical reading 

activities to promote a love of reading. If you have any ques-

tions about these activities, please come and have a chat to 

a member of the Reception team,  

P.E 

All children will need a P.E Kit. We continue to have  Coach Jus-

tine. Our PE days are Tuesdays and Thursdays. For Health and 

Safely Reasons, if your child has pierced ears they will be re-

quired to remove their earrings. If they can’t do this themselves, 

they will be covered using micropore tape. 

Reading 

We would really appreciate your 

support in reading with your child 

little and often. This develops the 

children’s vocabulary and experi-

ences, which feeds directly into 

their writing. Children have their 

reading diaries checked     regularly 

and for every third time they read 

at home they will receive a house 

point.  

Concerns 

If you need to speak to us, the best time would be at the 

end of the day. You can leave a message with a member of 

the Senior Leadership Team who are on door duty in the 

morning.  



Communication and      
Language 

 Uses language to imagine and recreate 
roles and experiences in play situations. 
• Links statements and sticks to a 
main theme or intention. • Uses talk to 
organise, sequence and clarify thinking, 
ideas, feelings and events. • Introduces 
a storyline or narrative into their play 

Trips and Visits 

We will be writing letters and posting them. We will be 

talking about where we live and  exploring some of the 

local area around school. 

Watch this space…… 

We will begin our Spring  learning journey by looking at Chinese New Year 
before moving on to number of traditional stories, such as ‘Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears’ and ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’.  

Through props, painting and printing the children will create their own fairy 
tale villain. We will help the Jolly Postman to deliver his letters by taking a 
trip to the post box. Junk modelling and building blocks will allow us to cre-
ate our own magnificent castles while providing opportunities to become 
familiar with 3D shapes. In the ‘role play area the children will have a chance 
to dress up as a bear, build their house with sticks and explore different 
coins to buy their magic beans. We will also be solving number problems to 
help the detectives discover which characters have been up to no good! 

Personal, Social, Emotional Develop-

ment  

 Understands that own actions affect other people. 

• Aware of the boundaries set, and of behavioural 

expectations in the setting. • Beginning to be able 

to negotiate and solve problems   

Literacy 

Can segment the sounds in 
simple words and blend them 
together.   Writes own name 
and other things such as la-
bels and captions.  
Attempts to write short sen-
tences in meaningful con-
texts. 

Expressive Art and Design 

• Constructs with a purpose in mind, 

using a variety of resources. • Uses 

simple tools and techniques compe-

tently and appropriately. • Selects ap-

propriate resources and adapts work 

where necessary. • Selects tools and 

techniques needed to shape, assemble 

and join materials they are using. 

Understanding the World 

We will  talk about the features of their 

own immediate environment and how 

environments might vary from one       

another.  

They make observations of animals and 

plants and explain why some things oc-

cur, and talk about changes. 

Physical Development 

 Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials. • 

Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable 

materials safely and with increasing control  . • Uses 

a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable 

letters, most of which are correctly formed. 

Mathematics 

• Uses the language of ‘more’ and 

‘fewer’ to compare two sets of ob-

jects. • Finds the total number of 

items in two groups by counting all 

of them. • Says the number that is 

one more than a given number. • 

Finds one more or one less from a 

group of up to five objects, then ten 

objects. • In practical activities and 

discussion, beginning to use the vo-

cabulary involved in adding and sub-

tracting. • Records, using marks that 

they can interpret and explain. 


