
 

Miss Fincher 

Mrs McGahey 

Introduction 

Welcome back to Year 1. I hope you have all enjoyed the Christmas break and had lots of rest and fun. 

Now it’s time for us to go back to school - there are lots of new things for us all to learn! 

As you know, children are to arrive between 8:45 and 8:55 am, and registered for 9:00am, after which 

they will be marked late. Fruit is provided for children as a snack for morning break, but children are 

welcome to bring a healthy snack of their own from home if they would prefer. 

At home times, we dismiss from the white conservatory doors. In Year 1 it is our routine for the chil-

dren to tell their teacher once they see their grown-up before they are released to ensure they are safe-

ly collected. 

Zone Boards 

The zone board is used to encourage good behaviour. 

Children start each day on the Blue Sky Zone and 

have the opportunity throughout the day to move up 

the board towards Pot of Gold. This is recognised 

each day with house point rewards.  

Children may be moved to the Rainy or Thunder 

Zone if they cannot make the correct choice after a 

warning. This is monitored by the class teacher and 

Assistant Headteacher responsible for the Key Stage.   

Homework 

Each child will have their own homework folder. Homework 

will be given out on Fridays and collected on the following 

Wednesday. House points are awarded for early hand-in. 

Children will also take home a list of spellings each week on Fridays, to 

be tested on the following Friday. 

 

P.E 

Every child should have their full PE kit in school dur-

ing term time. This includes: 

 White t-shirt  

 Black shorts 

 Black jogging bottoms and tracksuit jacket for 

colder weather 

 Black trainers or pumps (these should not be the 

same shoes worn for school that day) 

Reading 

We really appreciate your support in 

reading with your child little and of-

ten. This develops the children’s vo-

cabulary and experiences, which feeds 

directly into their writing. Children 

have their reading diaries checked at 

least weekly, receiving a house point 

each time they read at home. Children 

are encouraged to search their books 

for phonics sounds we have learned 

that week. 

Concerns 

If you need to speak to us, the best time would be at the end of 

the day.  

Also, you can leave a message with a member of the Senior Lead-

ership Team who are on door duty in the mornings.  



English: 
Writing:. This term, we will be reading 
lots and lots of stories about Heroes! We 
will expand our vocabularies and continue 
our work on writing fantastic sentences 
using full stops, capital letters, finger spac-
es and some WOW words! As always, we 
are going to keep work hard to make sure 
our letters are formed the right way and sit 
nicely on the lines. 
We will have a go at writing different 

types of non-fiction texts this term, such 
as newspaper reports, instructions, and 
fact-files about different heroes. 

Reading: In Year 1 we sit together and 
share a story every day. We listen carefully 
to learn new words and ask lots of ques-
tions to make sure we really understand 
what is happening and to grow our imagi-
nations. 

Maths: This term we are learning about Place 
Value (tens and ones) and how they come together 
to make bigger and bigger numbers. We will con-
tinue to practice our adding and subtracting skills, 
and also we will being to look at measurement. 

Science: In science this half term we will be look-
ing at many different kinds of animals, what makes 
them different and special, and how we can organise 
them into different groups. 
As Spring draws closer, we will also study the way 
our world is changing again at the warmer weather 
and brighter sunlight wakes nature up after the 
long, cold winter. 

RE and PSHE:  
This half term we are going to learn about heroes in 
our community. Police officers, nurses and doctors, 
fire-fighters—the list goes on and on. We will learn 
why these people are so important and how they 
help up every single day. 
 
In RMSE this year, we will continue exploring our 
wider world by looking at different religious festi-
vals as they appear, starting with Chinese New 
Year! 

Music: In Music, we will begin 
the year by revisiting some olf 
favourite nursery songs and 
rhymes. We will use them to ex-
plore rhymes, patterns, and 
begin to keep a beat. 
Of course, as the term moves on, 
we will also be honing our vocals 
for the Christmas Nativity! 

Computing: In computing this term we will 
begin to develop some computer skills as we delve 
into our new Purple Mash scheme. We will also 
learn how to use the computers safely. PE: This half term we will be performing basic fit-

ness and skills testing and working on our co-
ordination as well as playing some team games to 
build on our hand-eye coordination and listening 
skills. 

Topic: All About Heroes! 
Let’s find out about Heroes from the past and the 
Heroes in our community. During this topic we will 
learn about the lives of Florence Nightingale, Mary 
Seacole and Edith Cavell and how these significant 
figures in history have influenced our lives today. We 
will compare hospitals then and now. 
 
In Geography, we will learn how to use maps, how 
to follow them and plan journeys. By the end, we will 
be expert cartographers and will even make our own 
maps! 
 
In History, we will learn about significant figures in 
History and begin to consider how live has changed 
between then and now. 

Art: We will be continuing to practise with line 
and colour to hone our artistic talents. We will 
study Piet Mondrian and other famous artists. 

Trips and Visits 
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